News/Cartoon/Popular Culture Analysis –Mr. Bidna’s Class

    Every Friday, you will be responsible for an analysis. They will be on alternating Friday. Each one will be worth 10 points. 
Political Cartoon: 
“A picture is worth a thousand words” is a proverb that is wise and true. Your assignment is to find a political cartoon (not Peanuts or Garfield), but a cartoon that makes a point about a current issue. Being able to read an editorial cartoon is just as important as reading words. 
    Turn to the editorial pages (last page of the second section in the L.A. Times and 
Daily News) or any other source and cut out a cartoon. Then, read and analyze the 
cartoon. On a separate sheet of paper, write your heading, staple the cartoon to the back 
and answer these questions: 
1.    Who are the people (or characters) in the cartoon? 
2.    What are they doing? 
3.    What do you think is the main point of the cartoon? 
4.    What is the literal meaning? 
5.    Where did you get this cartoon? 


News Analysis: 
Now, your assignment is to find a news event. This is something that has happened within the last month. It needs to be important. For example, the Lakers winning one 
game is not important nor historical, but the Lakers winning back-to- back championships could be considered historical. 
    On a separate sheet of paper, write your heading, staple the first page of the article to the back and do the following: 
1.    Circle all the proper nouns.
2.    Define the first 5. 
3.    What is the dateline? 
4.    What is the main idea of the article? 
S.    What is your opinion of this article? Do you agree? 


Popular Culture Analysis: 
Choose something important which is typical of modem-day America. It may be song lyrics, an advertisement, ingredients from a soup can or cereal box, a McDonald’s menu, T.V. show, a movie, or anything else which you think shows people about American life. You must staple it to the back. No wrappers will be accepted. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, staple the wording to 
the back and answer these: 
1.    Where did you get this information? 
2.    Write 5 sentences about your item? 
3.    What general theme does this give? 
4.    What is the message of this item? What does it tell you about the U.S. 
5.    Give some historical background on this... 
